
CITY OF ALBANY COMMON COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 

 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2017 

 

Members Present:  Council Members Applyrs, Bailey, Commisso, Conti, Doesschate, Fahey, Flynn, 

Golby, Herring, Igoe, Kimbrough, Kornegay, Krasher, O’Brien, Robinson, Council President 

McLaughlin 

 

Staff Present: Gerald Campbell, Marisa Franchini 

 

The roll being called, the meeting was called to order by President McLaughlin at 7:25pm; Council 

Member Golby led the body in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a Moment of Silence. 

 

Public Comment Period 

 

The following members of the public spoke: 

 

Nancy Benedict – 31 Forest Road, Delmar, NY 12054 - Topic: Channel Albany  

Dennis Karius – 13 York Road, Albany, NY 12203 – Topic: PEGAOB 

Michael F. Conners, II – 16 Circle Lane, Albany, NY 12203 – Topic: Looming Fiscal Crisis 

Alana Klein – 29 Glenwood Street, Albany, NY 12208 – Topic: Pets in Parked Vehicles 

Jason Mumford – 912 Washington, Albany, NY 12203 – Topic: Fiscal Crisis 

Vincent Rigosu – 13 Beach Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 – Topic: PEG 

Bryan Marcou-O’Malley – 90 Homestead Avenue, NY 12203 – Topic: Snow Removal Ordinance 

Marc Gronich – 300 Hackett Blvd, Albany, NY 12208 – Topic Countrywide PEG 

 

There being no further speakers, President McLaughlin declared the Public Comment Period closed. 

 

Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting 

 

President Pro Tem Conti made a motion, which was duly seconded, to approve the minutes of the 

September 18, 2017 meeting of the Common Council; the motion was adopted by unanimous voice 

vote. 

 

Consideration of Local Laws 

 

President Pro Tem Conti held the Local Laws on the agenda for further consideration. 

 

Reports of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees 

 

Law, Buildings and Code Enforcement: Council Member Igoe reported that the Committee met on 

Tuesday, September 26 to consider Ordinance 38.91.17 in relation to the period within which property 

owners are required to clear sidewalks of snow and ice, and that the ordinance was moved to the full 

Council with amendment and a favorable recommendation. 

 

Planning, Economic Development and Land Use: Council Member Herring reported that the 

Committee would be meeting on Tuesday, October 3 to consider Ordinance 39.92.17 in relation to a 

right-of-way franchise agreement with Extenet Systems, Inc.  



Finance, Taxation and Assessment: Council Member Doesschate reported that the Committee would 

begin meeting next week and during the month of October to begin consideration and review of the 

Mayor’s proposed FY2018 budget including meetings with department heads. 

 

PEG Ad Hoc: Council Member Applyrs reported that the Committee would be meeting on Thursday, 

October 19 to consider issues related to reappointment of PEG Board members who failed to complete 

an oath of office, as well as other PEG related issues. 

 

Consideration of Ordinances 

 

Council Member Golby moved to amend Ordinance 38.91.17* (AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

ARTICLE I (GENERAL) OF CHAPTER 323 (STREETS AND SIDEWALKS) OF THE CODE 

OF THE CITY OF ALBANY) as follows, and as amended requested passage and a roll call vote 

thereon: 

 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 38.91.17 (as amended) 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE I (GENERAL) OF CHAPTER 323 (STREETS AND 

SIDEWALKS) OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ALBANY IN RELATION TO SIDEWALK 

SNOW REMOVAL 

 

             The City of Albany, in Common Council convened, does hereby ordain: 

 

             Section 1.  Sections 323-21 and 323-22 of Article I of Chapter 323 of the Code of the City 

of Albany are hereby amended to read as follows: 

§ 323-21 Snow and ice removal from sidewalks and streets. 

 

A.  Within 24 hours of the cessation of a snowfall and at such other occasions requiring the same, 

every owner or occupant of any house or other building and the owner or proprietor, lessee or person 

entitled to the possession of any vacant lot, parking lot or gasoline service station and every person 

having the charge of any church, cemetery, jail or other public building in this City shall clear the 

sidewalks in front of such house or other building and in front of such lot of snow and ice and keep 

them conveniently free therefrom or shall, in case the snow and ice are so congealed that they cannot 

be removed without injury to the pavement, cause said snow and ice to be strewn with ashes, sand or 

the like and shall also at all times keep such sidewalk clean and free from all dirt, filth or other 

obstruction or encumbrances so as to allow the use of said sidewalks in an easy and commodious 

manner. Such snow and ice removal shall be in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 

1990, Pub. L. No. 101-336, 104 Stat. 328 (1990) and any regulations or guidelines promulgated 

thereunder. 

 

B. In no event shall any owner or proprietor, lessee or person entitled to the possession of any vacant 

lot, parking lot, gasoline service station or public garage cast, shovel or otherwise deposit snow and/or 

ice in the roadway of any public street in the City of Albany or upon any public sidewalk and/or 

crosswalk in said City. 



 

C. The Commissioner of General Services shall promulgate rules to gather complaints and shall deploy 

the necessary personnel to investigate complaints as set forth in section 323-22 and issue a notice to 

clear the sidewalk if necessary within 24 hours of such complaint. If such complaint is brought against 

a county, state, or federal entity, that entity shall be notified of the complaint and urged to clear the 

sidewalk within 24 hours as soon as possible. 

§ 323-22 Commissioner of General Services; cleaning snow and/or ice off sidewalks; costs. 

 

A.  Where there has been a failure to comply with the requirements of § 323-21 within 24 hours, the 

Commissioner of the Department of General Services or his or her designee may, in his or her 

discretion, cause said sidewalk to be cleaned of snow and/or ice, the cost of which shall be charged to 

the owner of the property adjacent thereto, and, if unpaid within the time prescribed, shall be added to 

the tax bill assessing said property, which shall be and remain a lien against the property upon or 

adjacent to which the work is done and collected by the City from the owner of such property in the 

same manner as taxes are collected. The City may institute an action at law against such owner, owners 

or occupants to recover the cost thereof, which remedy shall be in addition to the right to assess the 

cost as a lien against the property. In no event shall such charge be less than $75. 

 

B. No costs assessed herein shall be added to the tax bill nor shall any legal action be instituted by the 

City to recover such costs until the owner(s) or occupant(s) to be charged have been afforded an 

opportunity to be heard at a hearing convened by the Commissioner or his/her designee(s) in 

accordance with rules promulgated by the Commissioner to effectuate the same. A defense to an action 

instituted by the City as herein provided shall be the physical impairment of the owner or occupant. 

 

 Section 2.  This ordinance shall take effect December 1, 2017. 

 

President McLaughlin called for a roll-call vote thereon and the ordinance was adopted. 

 

Affirmative: 12 Negative: 3 Abstentions: 0 Present: 0 

 

Affirmative:  Applyrs, Bailey, Conti, Doesschate, Fahey, Flynn, Golby, Herring, Igoe, Kimbrough, 

Kornegay, O’Brien 

 

Negative: Commisso, Krasher, Robinson 

 

Council Members Golby, Fahey, Igoe, Robinson, Krasher, Conti spoke on the ordinance prior to 

passage. 

 

*Council Members co-sponsored Ordinance 38.91.17- Fahey, Kornegay, & O’Brien 

 

President Pro Tem Conti held the remaining ordinances on the agenda. 

 



Consideration of Resolutions 

 

Council Member Bailey offered Resolution 55.101.17R, requested passage and a vote thereon. 

 

Resolution Number 53.92.17R 

 

 RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE 

OF A PORTION OF THE IDA YARBOROUGH PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT BY THE 

ALBANY HOUSING AUTHORITY TO LUMBER STREET APARTMENTS II HOUSING 

DEVELOPMENT FUND CORP. AS NOMINEE FOR IDA YARBROUGH PHASE II LLC 

 

 WHEREAS, the Albany Housing Authority (the “Authority”) is the owner of certain real 

property and improvements commonly known as the Ida Yarbrough public housing project (the 

“Project”) located at or near 252 North Pearl Street, in the City of Albany, County of Albany, New 

York (the “Phase II Project Parcel”), which improvements currently consists of thirty-seven (37) 

residential rental units and a community center situated in six (6) buildings;  

 

WHEREAS, the Authority is the owner of certain vacant real property located at or near 531 

Lark Drive, in the City of Albany, County of Albany, New York, which is located approximately 1000 

feet from the Phase II Project Parcel (“Site 2”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the physical condition of the Project has become dilapidated and deteriorated 

over time, yet the Authority does not have sufficient resources available to remedy such dilapidation 

and deterioration; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Authority desires to redevelop and rehabilitate the Project in phases in order 

to provide the current residents, former residents and others with improved, safe, decent and affordable 

housing; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the first phase of the redevelopment plan for the Project (“Phase I”) was 

approved by the Common Council of the City of Albany and is nearing completion; 

 

WHEREAS, the second phase of the redevelopment plan for the Project (“Phase II”) consists 

of (i) the demolition of five (5) existing buildings containing 37 apartment units and the community 

building; (ii) construction of a new six-story building containing 62 residential rental units  and a 

community room on an approximately 3.6 acre portion of the Phase II Project Parcel; and (iii) 

construction of four (4) new townhouse units in two (2) buildings on an approximately 3.2 acre site at 

Site 2:  

WHEREAS, the infusion of private enterprise and private capital are essential components to 

such redevelopment and the continued success and long-term viability of the Project; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Authority has indicated that the transfer of the Phase II Project Parcel by the 

Authority to Lumber Street Apartments II Housing Development Fund Corp., as nominee for Ida 

Yarbrough Phase II LLC, or any similar entity designated by the Authority, is necessary in order for 

Phase II to obtain the benefits of Federal and State low-income housing tax credits and to otherwise 

accomplish the redevelopment of Phase II; and 

 



 WHEREAS, in accordance with the terms and provisions of Section 58-b of the Public 

Housing Law of New York State, a sale or lease by a housing authority of all or a portion of the Project 

in order to obtain the benefits of any Federal program of assistance for low income housing is subject 

to the approval of the Commissioner of New York State Division of Housing and Community Renewal 

and the local legislative body; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Albany 

authorizes and approves of the sale or lease of the Phase II Project Parcel by the Authority to Lumber 

Street Apartments II Housing Development Fund Corp., as nominee for Ida Yarbrough Phase II LLC, 

or any similar entity designated by the Authority, which sale or lease shall be upon such terms and 

conditions as the Authority may deem appropriate. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in connection with such conveyance, the Mayor of the 

City of Albany is hereby authorized and directed to take any and all actions and execute any and all 

documents or instruments that may be necessary or desirable to carry out the intent of this resolution. 

  

 RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

President McLaughlin called for a roll-call vote thereon and the resolution was adopted. 

 

Affirmative: 13 Negative: 2 Abstentions: 0 Present: 0 

 

Affirmative:  Applyrs, Bailey, Commisso, Conti, Doesschate, Fahey, Flynn, Golby, Herring, Igoe,  

Kimbrough, Kornegay, O’Brien 

 

Negative: Krasher, Robinson 

 

Council Member Robinson spoke on the resolution prior to passage. 

 

President Pro Tem Conti made a motion requesting majority consent to add Resolution 56.101.17R to 

the agenda for introduction; the motion was duly seconded and adopted by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Council Member Bailey offered Resolution 56.101.17R, requested passage and a vote thereon. 

 

Resolution Number 56.101.17R (MC) 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE IMPLEMENTATION, AND FUNDING IN 

THE FIRST INSTANCE 100% OF THE FEDERAL-AID AND STATE “MARCHISELLI” 

PROGRAM-AID ELIGIBLE COSTS, OF A TRANSPORTATION FEDERAL-AID PROJECT, 

AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFORE (Henry Johnson Boulevard Bridge Repair 

[P.I.N. 1760.13] 

 

 WHEREAS, a Project entitled Henry Johnson Bridge Repair, City of Albany, Albany County, 

P.I.N. 1760.13 (“the Project”) is eligible for funding under Title 23 U.S. Code, as amended, that calls 

for the apportionment of the costs of such program to be borne at the ratio of 80% Federal funds and 

20% non-federal funds; and 

 



 WHEREAS, the City of Albany desires to advance the Project by making a commitment of 

100% of the non-federal share of the cost of Design Phases I-VI and  Construction/Construction 

Inspection work for the Project or portions thereof; and it is further 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the Common Council, duly convened does hereby 

 

 RESOLVE, that the Common Council hereby approves the above-subject project; and it is 

hereby further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby authorizes the City of Albany to pay in the 

first instance 100% of the federal and non-federal share of the cost of Design and 

Construction/Construction Inspection work for the Project or portions thereof; and it is further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the sum of $108,000.00 had been already appropriated pursuant to 

Ordinance Nos. 15.22.16 and made available to cover the cost of participation in the above phases of 

the Project; and it is further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the additional sum of $1,120,000.00 has been hereby appropriated pursuant 

to Ordinance No. 15.22.16 and made available to cover the cost of participation in the above phases of 

the Project; and it is further 

 

 RESOLVED, that in the event the full federal and non-federal share costs of the project 

exceeds the amount appropriated above, the Common Council of the City of Albany shall convene as 

soon as possible to appropriate said excess amount immediately upon the notification by the New York 

State Department of Transportation thereof; and it is further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Albany be and is hereby authorized to execute all 

necessary Agreements, certifications or reimbursement requests for Federal Aid and/or Marchiselli Aid 

on behalf of the City of Albany with the New York State Department of Transportation in connection 

with the advancement or approval of the Project and providing for the administration of the Project and 

the municipality’s first instance funding of project costs and permanent funding of the local share of 

federal-aid and state-aid eligible Project costs and all Project costs within appropriations therefor that 

are not so eligible; and it is further 

 

 RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be filed with the New York State 

Commissioner of Transportation by attaching it to any necessary Agreement in connection with the 

Project; and it is further 

 

 RESOLVED, this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

President McLaughlin called for a voice vote thereon and the resolution was adopted by unanimous 

voice vote. 

 

President Pro Tem Conti held the remaining resolutions on the agenda for further consideration. 

 

Miscellaneous or Unfinished Business 

 

None. 

 



Adjournment 

 

There being no further business, President Conti made a motion to adjourn which was duly seconded 

and adopted by unanimous voice vote; the meeting adjourned at approximately 8:40pm. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Gerald Campbell 

Clerk to the Common Council 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


